
 

 

NEWSLETTER – NOVEMBER 2025 
Exciting news (or not) regarding Wylfa Power Station. Having heard rumours over the 
past few years that Trawsfynydd could well be a site for one of the new generation 
modular reactors and Wylfa was in line for the larger design reactors due to less of a 
problem regarding planning etc. 

Having lost Anglesey Aluminium, Octel and various meat processing factories, the 
island is desperate to attract any form of employment. 

To be told that Wylfa will now be the location of three of the modular type must be a 
disappointment to many of the locals. 

For any person living adjacent to the A55, they will be wondering if all the 
construction traffic will increase the risk of congestions even more or will someone 
with a bit of common sense suggest these will be delivered by train and maybe 
make use of the sidings at Valley or Anglesey Aluminium’s redundant site. 
 
ANGLESEY VINTAGE RALLY 2025. 
This year’s Anglesey Vintage Rally was a really good show with many entries from 
all sections. I arrived on Saturday and set up Holy War in the model tent with a 
good quantity of club leaflets. 

 
After setting up, I went for a walk around the site to see what was there. I was not 
disappointed at the site was full of delights interests attending. I started my tour at 
the steam exhibits, here I noticed a traction engine that I had a trip on in 1978 at the 
first Anglesey Rally at Plas Coch. This trip was on the road to Brynsiencyn with 
Jack Johnson who was an experience man of steam at the regulator. This trip was 
a speed of 35 to 40 miles an hour and was very exhilarating for a 28-year-old who 
had just started to dabble in full size steam. 
 



Jack has died a few years ago and I had a chat with his son who now runs the 
family agricultural engineering business. The traction engine was originally built 
as a roller, so its turn of speed was quite surprising. 

 

A bit further down the row was a Clayton and Shuttleworth portable engine that was a 
real basket job that had been dug out of the river Tanat at Penbontfawr  in 2010. By 
the looks of this exhibit, the initial tools for restoration would be a big hammer and 
chisel just to get the layers of rust off it.That said the young man who owned it was 
very keen. 



There were about twelve steam exhibits this year, a larger amount than previous 
shows. There was a good turnout of tractors, motorbikes, oil engines, cars, and 
commercial vehicles both modern and old. Sample of one of my favourites below. 
 

 
 
 

 

 



A large display was put on by the radio-controlled truck members who had a 
large corner of the model and craft building. 

 
This display was full of activity, demonstrating some very good driving skills by the 
exhibitors. This display takes a couple of days to set up, and it is nice to see the 
number of young people that get involved. 

 



Next year there will not be a rally held as the eisteddfod has the ground on the usual 
weekend and the committee decided that they would miss a year rather than have a 
bad one next year. 

Thanks Martin, for this very interesting report on the Anglesey Vintage Rally. 
 
ANNUAL DINNER. 
It’s a Friday morning, expecting high winds and heavy rain again. This time it’s 
Storm Claudia. At least members can look forward to taking part in our Annual 
Dinner to be held at Conwy Golf Club once again. 

This type of event takes a lot of organizing, can I thank everyone who has had an 
involvement in this year’s event and I’m looking forward to seeing all my friends on 
the evening. 

3D PRINTING. 
Last Wednesday during our weekly maintenance day, bad weather stopped any 
outdoor activities. When this rare occurrence happens, we tend to discuss all kinds 
of subjects, mainly engineering! 

Brian Haseler showed us a sample of what can be done using this latest 
technology. 

I’ve mentioned before, Brian is constructing a 5-inch gauge Castle class 
locomotive. One of the next tasks on his to do list was to produce two motion 
plates. The motion plates secure the rear end of the slide bars; the front ends are 
secured to the cylinder's rear covers. 
Another of Brian’s friends is also constructing a similar locomotive and is also a 
dab hand with CNC and other similar technologies. At the start of this operation, he 
was able to highlight quite a few problems with the original drawings. 
 
Back to the motion plates. Having produced the programme for producing these items 
using 3D printing, the order was sent with payment to an engineering company in 
China. 
The total amount was £52:00p,  this included postage. (£32.00 +£20.00). 
 
Made out of stainless steel (Brian was able to choose whatever material he 
required). These items reached Beaumaris within 5 weeks and can only be 
described as brilliant. 
The quality of finish must be seen to believe. Showing my ignorance, I asked why 
the round bars were on either side of the components. The answer is purely rigidity 
while machining. The finished articles should resemble a G clamp. 
Anyone thinking of taking on a similar operation, I would recommend you have a 
rethink and maybe have a word with Brian. One final note, the photo doesn’t give 
an idea of their size. Compared to my 3 ½" gauge models, these are big. 
 



 

MIDLAND MODEL ENGINEERING EXHIBITION. 
Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to go to this exhibition again this year. Gone are the days 
we as a society would organize trips to various venues such as Harrogate, 
Doncaster and the Midlands. With members of the Mold Society and ourselves we 
would manage to get a coachfull. 

Phil and I would be the catering staff, providing all kinds of refreshments on the 
outward and return journeys. As interest dwindled, I think the last visit to the Midlands 
was made in a mini bus provided by Colwyn Bay Boy Scouts all thanks to Geoff 
Powell. Mike Brown and I were the drivers. Now that I’m over seventy, I’m not allowed 
to drive a mini bus. 

I’ve watched two different reports on Youtube and shows what looks like a very 
good show. 
 

DEGANWY MODEL RAILWAY SHOW. 
This show will be on the 22nd of November at the Craig y Don Community Centre. 
Our society will be represented, and we will be displaying a few of our models. 

The majority of the layouts on display will be N gauge or the narrow gauge equivalent 
009. 

It’s quite interesting to see how many layouts are dependant on electronics. To 
produce the complete layout, the modeler needs to be multi-skilled. 

Our members really enjoyed themselves last year and are looking forward to another 
enjoyable, interesting day. 
 

 

 



MANOR CLASS BOILER. 
The proprietor of Bethel Boilers (Tony Graham) was showing us his latest project. A 
gauge one manor class boiler. He reckons this is a straightforward job, nothing too 
demanding. 
I still haven’t had any information on the larger Manor being constructed at the 
LLandecwyn loco works near Harlech. I do like putting pressure on individuals! 
Many thanks to Martin for his article on the Anglesey Vintage Show, and to Brian for 
an insight into 3D printing. 

Please keep these articles coming in, 

That’s all for this month  
 
Kind Regards,  
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